Bible Study Handout: Philippians 3:1–11
Knowing Christ Above Everything


Everything we once trusted in becomes ____________________ compared to knowing Jesus Christ.

1. Rejoice in the Lord (v. 1)
“Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord.”
Paul commands believers to:
· _________________joy in Christ
· Anchor confidence in the Lord, not __________________________.

Fill in the blank:
Believers are commanded to __________ in the Lord.

Key Principle
Joy rooted in Christ remains steady even when circumstances change.

2. Beware of False Confidence (vv. 2–3)
Paul warns against false teachers who placed confidence in:
· Rituals
· ____________________________
· Human effort

True believers:
· Worship by the Spirit
· Glory in Christ Jesus
· Put no ___________________________ in the flesh

Fill in the blanks:
Believers should put no confidence in the __________.
True worship happens by the __________ of God.

Greek Insight
· “Flesh” = human effort, self-reliance, external achievement
· Paul warns against trusting ___________________ more than Christ.

3. Paul’s Religious Resume (vv. 4–6)
Paul lists his impressive credentials:
· Circumcised on the eighth day
· Israelite
· Hebrew of Hebrews
· Pharisee
· Zealous persecutor
· Blameless under the law

By human standards, Paul looked spiritually ________________________.

Fill in the blank:
Paul once believed he had reason for confidence in the __________.

Key Principle
Good religious credentials _________________________ anyone.

4. Counting Everything as Loss (vv. 7–8)
“Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.”
Paul now sees all former accomplishments as worthless compared to Jesus.

Fill in the blanks:
Paul counted his former gains as __________ for the sake of Christ.
Compared to knowing Christ, Paul considered everything else as __________.

Important Theme
Knowing Christ is greater than:
· Status
· Achievement
· Tradition
· _________________________

5. Righteousness Through Faith (v. 9)
Paul contrasts two kinds of righteousness:
	Human Righteousness
	God’s Righteousness

	Based on law
	Based on faith

	Earned
	Given

	External
	Spiritual



Fill in the blanks:
Righteousness comes through faith in __________.
It is not based on the __________.

Key Doctrine
We are justified by ____________________, not by works.

6. Knowing Christ Deeply (vv. 10–11)
Paul’s greatest desire:
· To __________________________
· Experience resurrection power
· Share in Christ’s sufferings
· Become like Him

Fill in the blanks:
Paul desired to know the power of Christ’s __________.
He also desired fellowship in Christ’s __________.

Key Principle
Christian maturity is not merely knowing about Jesus, but deeply knowing Him personally.

IV. Major Themes

1. Christ is Better Than Religious Achievement
Nothing compares to knowing Jesus.

2. Salvation Comes Through Faith
Righteousness is ____________________________, not earned.

3. True Worship Comes From the Heart
External religion without Christ is empty.

4. Spiritual Growth Involves Both Power and Suffering
Following Jesus includes:
· ____________________________  power
· Sacrificial suffering

V. Application Questions
1. What things are you tempted to place confidence in besides Christ?

2. How can religious activity become a substitute for genuine relationship with Jesus?

3. What does it practically mean to “know Christ” deeply?

4. How have you experienced God’s power in difficult seasons?

5. What worldly “gains” might God be asking you to surrender?


