Bible Study Handout: Philippians 2:12–30
Shining as Faithful Servants


Believers are called to obey faithfully, ________________ brightly, and serve sacrificially for the sake of Christ.

1. Work Out What God Worked In (vv. 12–13)
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling…”

Important Clarification:
Paul does not say:
· “Work FOR your salvation”
He says:
· “Work ____________ your salvation”

👉 Salvation is received by grace, but genuine salvation produces visible transformation.
Key Truth:
God is actively working within believers.
“For it is God who works in you…”

Fill in the blanks:
Believers are to work out their salvation with __________ and __________.
It is __________ who works in believers both to will and to __________ for His good pleasure.

Greek Insight
· “Works” (energeō)
→ God __________________ and _________________________ obedience from within.

2. Shine Without Complaining (vv. 14–16)
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing…”

Paul identifies two dangers:
· Complaining
· _____________________
These attitudes damage:
· _____________________
· Witness
· Spiritual growth

Result of obedience:
Believers become:
· Blameless
· Innocent
· ______________________ in a dark world

Fill in the blanks:
Do all things without __________ or __________.
Believers are called to shine as __________ in the world.
We hold fast to the word of __________.

3. Joyful Sacrifice for Christ (vv. 17–18)
Paul compares his life to a drink offering poured out in worship.

Key Principle:
Ministry often requires:
· ____________________________
· Service
· Suffering

Yet Paul ___________________________.

Fill in the blanks:
Paul describes his life as being poured out like a _______________ offering.
Even in sacrifice, Paul chooses to ________________.

4. Timothy: A Model Servant (vv. 19–24)
Paul praises Timothy because:
· He genuinely ___________________ for others
· He seeks Christ’s interests over his own

Fill in the blanks:
Timothy genuinely cares for the believers’ __________.
Many seek their own interests, not those of __________.

Leadership Insight
Faithful ministry is measured by:
· Character
· ____________________
· Concern for people
—not popularity.

5. Epaphroditus: A Faithful Worker (vv. 25–30)
Paul honors Epaphroditus as:
· Brother
· Fellow _____________________________
· Fellow soldier
Epaphroditus nearly died serving Christ.

Fill in the blanks:
Epaphroditus is called a fellow __________ and fellow __________.
He risked his life for the work of __________.

Key Principle
The kingdom advances through ordinary people who serve faithfully.

III. Major Themes

1. Obedience Matters
Faith in Christ should produce visible _____________________________.

2. Christians Should Shine Differently
The world should notice a difference in attitude, _________________________, and conduct.

3. Ministry Requires Sacrifice
Serving Christ often costs time, comfort, and convenience.

4. God Uses Faithful Servants
Timothy and Epaphroditus show that ordinary ____________________ matters deeply to God.

IV. Application Questions
1. What areas of your life is God calling you to “work out” in obedience?

2. How does complaining affect your witness?

3. In what ways can you shine more brightly in your workplace, home, or church?

4. What sacrifices have you made—or avoided—for Christ?

5. Which example challenges you more: Timothy’s care or Epaphroditus’s sacrifice? Why?

